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Teacher Education Refresh Programme: Information for Schools

This document provides information pertaining to the Teacher Education Refresh Programme (TER).  The University of Waikato is one of the providers of this programme for the Education Council. The programme caters for Primary, Secondary and Māori medium teachers who have graduated from an Initial Teacher Education programme but have not achieved a full practicing certificate within a six year period. The course is also suitable for teachers who have qualified overseas and teachers returning to the workforce after a lengthy period.

Certification

The TER participants may hold Provisional or Subject to Confirmation certification or may be in the position where their certification has expired.  This will have implications for the level of support that they may require during the practicum component of the programme.

Regardless of their certification status, the school is asked to provide an Associate Teacher who is fully certificated and prepared to support the teacher during the 20-day practicum.  This Associate Teacher will be paid according to the guidelines in the NZEI or PPTA collective contracts.   We ask that the Associate Teacher:

· Sign off the TER teacher’s planning 24 hours before its enactment

· Conduct 8 written observations of the TER teacher classroom practice, and provide constructive feedback which supports their learning

· Meet with the TER teacher once a week for a minimum of one hour, to discuss their progress and next steps
· Complete a mid and end-point assessment of the TER teachers practice
· Write a final report, which attests to the TER teacher’s professional skill and suitability for the profession.

If you agree to support the TER participant, they will provide you with a Practicum Form for completion.  This provides us with the relevant contact details of the person to communicate with in the future.

Many thanks for your consideration in supporting the Teacher Education Refresh programme. Please don't hesitate to contact the Administrator of the programme Jill Skerman if you require further information at jill.skerman@waikato.ac.nz or 07 838-4553.
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